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the site of the present Pdndrethdn, and is said to have extended
along the bank of the river from the foot of the Takht-i-
Stilimdn to P&ntasok, a distance of more than three miles.
The oldest temple in Kashmir, on the top of the Takht-i-
SulimJn, is identified by the unanimous consent of all the
Brahmans of the valley with the temple of Jyeshta Rudra,
which was built by Jaloka, the son of Asoka, inSrinagari,1
This identification is based on the fact that the hill was
originally called Jyeshteswara. The old bridge abutments at
the village of Pantasok are also attributed to Asoka ; and
the other ruins at the same place are said to be the remains
of the two Asokeswara temples which are noted in the native
chronicle of Kashmir. Srinagari was still the Capital of
the valley in the reign of Pravarasena L, towards the end of
the fifth century, when the King erected a famous symbol
of the god Siva, named after himself Pravareswara. This
city still existed in A. D. 631, when the Chinese pilgrim arrived
in Kashmir, although it was no longer the capital of the valley.
He speaks of the capital of his time as the "new city/' and
states that the "old city" was situated to the south-east of
it, at a distance of ten W, or nearly two miles, and to the south
of a high mountain. This account describes the relative
positions of Pandrethan and the present capital with the
lofty hill of Takht-i Suliman so exactly, that there can be no
hesitation in accepting them as the representatives of the
ancient places. The old city, was still inhabited between A. D.
913 and 921, when Mem, the minister of Raja Partha, erected
in Puranadhisthana,th&t is in the "old capital/* a temple named
after himself Meru-Varddhana-swumi. This building I have
indentified with the existing temple of Pdndrethdn, as Kalhan
Pandit relates2 that, when Raja Abhimanyu set fire to his
capital, all the noble buildings "from the temple' of Varddhana
Sw&mi.zs far as Bhikshukip&raka" (or the asylum of mendi-

1.  'Raja Tarnagini, i. 124.
2.  See my 'Temples of Kashmir/  p. 44;  and 'Raja Tarangini,
vi. 1-91.